In what professional activities related to undergraduate research have you engaged over the last five years? (limit 200 words): I co-authored a paper on copyright law for digital music with an undergraduate that was published in The American Economist, a high-profile peer-reviewed journal. I am in the middle of my second year on a university-wide committee for undergraduate research. The main purpose of this committee is to promote undergraduate research and to organize an annual student research conference. I am also teaching our Senior Seminar capstone course. This is a required course for all of our economics majors. In addition to writing a senior research paper, they must present their research at the University's Student Research Conference . A select few will also present at a professional academic conference. Over the years, I have helped a number of students with their senior research projects. I have also served for many years on a department committee which assesses the Senior Seminar papers.
CUR has articulated five "strategic pillars" (listed below) to guide its work in the coming years. Describe how your experience/knowledge could be of value to the mission of the Council broadly. (limit 250 words): When I started my academic career, I thought that undergraduate research was for "other disciplines" that did not required as many quantitative skills. However, I have come to see that the most important aspect of good research is to ask interesting questions--questions that are related to the fundamental issues of a discipline. I have witnessed a variety of undergraduates ask these types of creative questions many times. Since we require all of our students to do research, I have also come to another realization: interesting questions and creative approaches to answering those questions do not always come from the students with the highest grades. Each student has specific interests and backgrounds that lead to an interesting mix of research topics. For some students, it is not until they engage in research that they really grasp the economic way of thinking. I also witness how it gives them a sense of accomplishment which boosts their confidence as they move on to the job market or graduate school. I have been involved in our department revising our curriculum to help prepare our students for research. We have learned from experience how important it is to integrate writing, analyzing primary source material and applying economic concepts in our upper-level classes.
How have you been an advocate for undergraduate research on your campus (your department, your college, etc.)?: I helped to connect our senior students with a professional research conference that encourages undergraduate research presentations. In fact, one of our students won the award for best student research last year. I am serving for a second year on a university-wide committee which promotes and supports undergraduate research. I have also personally helped students with their research over the years, even co-authoring a paper with a student that was published in a peer-reviewed journal.
In what professional activities related to undergraduate research have you engaged over the last five years? (limit 200 words): I have had the greatest impact with undergraduate research by serving as one of the original executive members for SFA's Annual Undergraduate Research Conference . The conference began in 2008 in the College of Liberal Arts and in 2009 it became a university-wide initiative. As a result of our efforts (and the Provost's support), undergraduate participation has increased 300 percent, all colleges (and most departments) within the university are represented, and we know include regional junior colleges and universities. In addition to this achievement, I typically oversee two independent study research projects per year with topics such as ethnomedicine and pharmacology, Maya site planning, and Viking archaeology. The student who completed the Viking archaeology project was selected as best research project for the College of Liberal and Applied Arts for the Undergraduate Research Conference. I also have led a student pottery project in Fine Arts, contributed to two interdisciplinary studies senior capstone projects, and oversaw the training of numerous students in the Archaeology Laboratory as Lab Director. Additionally, every other year, I teach an archaeological field school where students excavate a site, analyze artifacts, and produce high quality research papers. Finally, I involved three undergraduate students in my NSF-funded research project.
CUR has articulated five "strategic pillars" (listed below) to guide its work in the coming years. Describe how your experience/knowledge could be of value to the mission of the Council broadly. (limit 250 words): Undergraduates need hands-on experience with research in their field(s) of study because employers prefer to hire those with analytical, critical thinking, and writing skills; they have to be able to express themselves beyond simplistic answers. Approximately, 42% of our students are first-generation students who do not have these skills and it is essential that all of our faculty are as involved with them as they are with the top 10% students. To that end, I took part in a Mentoring Undergraduate Research faculty program at SFA where I was able to restructure my Introduction to Archaeology course focusing on these skills. My understanding of how to develop a research-based curriculum specific to the needs of our diverse student body (ethnicity as well as non-and first-generation students), while being mindful of retention rates, demonstrates that the Council's strategic pillars can be successfully implemented at an undergraduate rural/regional university. In addition to promoting research in the classroom, students in our department complete an internship before they graduate. Ideally, we would like them to have some international experience, but this is often not a possibility due to financial constraints of students at regional universities. Nevertheless, we have seen an increase in the number of our students being hired in their field or being accepted to graduate school. Our university is only beginning to expand assessment specific to undergraduate research. As a CUR Councilor I believe that my Provost will seek my experience and knowledge when our assessment plan is developed.
How have you been an advocate for undergraduate research on your campus (your department, your college, etc.)?: I am an executive member of the Undergraduate Research Conference, I serve as the College of Liberal and Applied Arts Representative for the same conference as well as Departmental Representative . I encourage my faculty to involve their students in research and contribute to our conference as well as NCUR. I am a member of the selection committee that funds research projects for NCUR. Finally, I encourage my students to be active in my research as well as other professor's research and attend CUR conferences when possible .
CUR has articulated five "strategic pillars" (listed below) to guide its work in the coming years. Describe how your experience/knowledge could be of value to the mission of the Council broadly. (limit 250 words): Engaging in research as an undergraduate is an extraordinarily empowering act. Insofar as we as educators can help our students to gain this experience, we not only allow them to pursue post-graduate careers in research and in the academy -but we give them the skills necessary to act as critical citizens.
In order to fulfill this powerful mandate, all of my sociology syllabi engage with original scholarly research and demand that students conduct research. This builds a curriculum that facilitates active learning.
Students from underrepresented groups are often not given opportunities to engage in research as undergraduateslessening their professional and scholastic opportunities after graduation. Having come from this background, I understand the challenges and work actively towards equal outcomes. Analysis of these outcomes indicate that I am succeeding and I would be happy to share the ways that all students matter in my teaching, mentorship and advising and contribute to our constantly evolving organizational stance on diversity.
Our students do not stay in the academy. I am committed to learning more about the ways in which we can partner with business, non-profit organizations, and internationally to enhance undergraduate research opportunities. Working within CUR to create these opportunities would be a priority during my time as Councilor.
Finally, assessing the impact that undergraduate research has on individuals and institutions is a broad pillar. My experience in social science methodologies would allow me to work with other CUR members to further knowledge about how undergraduate research empowers higher education. In what professional activities related to undergraduate research have you engaged over the last five years? (limit 200 words): I advise independent undergraduate research (UR) projects in several of my classrooms, but have also engaged in student/faculty community-based research and service learning collaborations with undergraduates through summer research, independent studies, and internships. My students and I work in the Tinbridge Hill neighborhood of Lynchburg, Virginia, most recently identifying means for assessing progress toward the City Council-approved, neighborhood-owned Growing Tinbridge Hill Neighborhood Plan. Earlier projects included collecting and analyzing data to help inform the goals of the Plan and exploring the effects of housing renovations in the neighborhood. A number of my students have presented their work to the local community and at regional conferences.
As a CUR Social Sciences Councilor, I have served as a facilitator and speaker at Social Science Institutes, helping teams of faculty and administrators from other institutions develop proposals for enhancing UR on their own campuses and speaking on service learning and curricular scaffolding for UR experiences . I have served as the Division Editor for the CUR Quarterly and CURQ on the Web and a reviewer for Posters on the Hill . I was a plenary speaker and breakout workshop leader at the "Value, Impact and Best Practices: Maximizing REU SBE potential" meeting in 2012.
CUR has articulated five "strategic pillars" (listed below) to guide its work in the coming years. Describe how your experience/knowledge could be of value to the mission of the Council broadly. (limit 250 words):
My greatest contribution to date toward the strategic pillars has been my work on curricular scaffolding in undergraduate research. In our 2012 paper, S. DeLoach, M. Borg, and I develop a taxonomy for UR experiences in economics and make program recommendations for supporting UR. At the CUR Social Sciences Institutes, I delivered presentations with both J. Rivera and B. Paul on curricular integration of UR. I have facilitated discussions on scaffolding for UR at numerous CUR workshops. Much of my recent effort in this area has been focused on developing personnel rules . I believe that no institution can effectively implement an undergraduate research program if there are not policies in place to recognize the value of that research in the tenure and promotion process. I have worked with several institutions to help them find ways to incorporate undergraduate research into their personnel rules, and I believe this background can be of value to CUR. How have you been an advocate for undergraduate research on your campus (your department, your college, etc.)?: I have strongly encourage members of my department to participate in undergraduate research, I have served on committees targeted at improving our student research day, and I continued to tirelessly advocate for undergraduate research with the administration. Noteworthy grants received/professional accomplishments: (limit 100 words): Dr. Sims has received 100% funding for all on-campus faculty grant submissions (3) for which she has served as the PI as well as 2 additional co-PI funded on-campus grant submissions. Currently, she is working as the PI to submit an NSF grant with an interdisciplinary team of scholars. Through her Diverse Student Scholars program, Dr. Sims' undergraduate and graduate students (more than 20), have received 100% funding for all university-related grant proposal submissions. Dr. Sims serves nationally in elected or appointed positions for the National Communication Association , the Marketing Management Association, and the North American Management Society. In what professional activities related to undergraduate research have you engaged over the last five years? (limit 200 words): Within the past five years, Dr. Sims has continued her robust predominantly undergraduate research program, called Diverse Student Scholars, which has been her personal contribution to the Academy . Since the program's inception, Dr. Sims and her students have accomplished: more than 20 funded student grants; 45 student research experiences; more than 65 conference presentations; more than 29 research independent studies; more than 10 proceedings, journal articles, or book chapter publications; and 2 national conference top paper awards CUR has articulated five "strategic pillars" (listed below) to guide its work in the coming years. Describe how your experience/knowledge could be of value to the mission of the Council broadly. (limit 250 words): Dr. Sims' wealth of experience and knowledge from a faculty member's perspective would be of great value to CUR since her work has been related to all five CUR pillars. In a Digital Media & Content Marketing course, Dr. Sims integrated undergraduate research into the course curriculum where 100% of the students achieved a co-authored poster presentation and the class enjoyed a social media research forum at the 2011 Oklahoma Research Day (Pillar #1). Dr. Sims and her students have presented on the cognitive, affective, and behavioral impact of undergraduate research as well as published an article in CUR Quarterly charging readers not to neglect the qualitative impact of research engagement (Pillar #2). A key mission of the Diverse Student Scholars program is the involvement of research teams comprised of students from different identities . Thus far, students from key diversity dimensions (e.g., culture, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, and religion) have all been participants and co-authors in the Diverse Student Scholars program along with several first generation and underrepresented students (Pillar #3). Students have collaborated with Dr. Sims on research for a local nonprofit organization through her involvement as a volunteer management consultant, and one of the students presented this work at the 2013 National Communication Association conference (Pillar #4). Finally, students have presented on transformative learning and workforce diversity at a 2014 international conference in Cape Town, South Africa and plans are underway for a study abroad that could involve a research component in the curriculum (Pillar #5).
How have you been an advocate for undergraduate research on your campus (your department, your college, etc.)?: For nearly 10 years, Dr. Sims has been an advocate for undergraduate research at the University of Central Oklahoma through "walking the talk" (as one faculty member has mentioned). UCO recognized her efforts in 2012 as the recipient of the Vanderford Support of Undergraduate Research , Creative, and Scholarly Activity Award. Dr. Sims has mentored, encouraged, or provided counsel to nearly all junior faculty in the marketing department as well as several senior faculty in the College related to undergraduate research on topics that include: student recruitment and participation, management of student involvement, completion of independent study research documents, completion of university forms for conference travel, research poster templates, research workshop presentations, sample grant proposals, and many other topics. Dr. Sims' integration of undergraduate research with her collaborative teaching approach is featured in a 2014 university Te Talk (Te stands for Transformative Education) that was sponsored by the UCO Center for Excellence in Transformative Teaching and Learning and can be viewed at : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHqGis7M_Gc. In addition, three of her research assistants (Sarah, Jalea, and Jimmy) share the value and importance of research engagement to their transformative learning experiences in UCO's 2015 Spring Old North magazine. These experiences can be viewed at http://issuu.com/ucouniversityrelations/docs/oldnorthspring2015/35?e=8538508/12886496.
